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Origins
In May this year, the Institute for Philanthropy, Tsinghua University, and the Department of American and Oceanian Affairs of the CPAFFC, initially communicated over collaboration between them based on their respective advantages in international relations and global governance, such as platforms, channels, research, and intelligence. In view of the Charity Law about to take effect and of the ensuing first "China Charity Day," both sides agreed that holding a highgrade international conference on the very day of the China Charity Day would be the best possible celebration of the two significant occasions. Holding international academic meetings has long been a tradition of Tsinghua University's NGO Research Center, which has since 1999 held such meetings, inviting outstanding scholars and practitioners from across the world to China exchanging ideas and exploring the frontiers and major topics within the field. The NGO Research Center holds an international academic meeting each year since 2010 and has become a well-known platform for NGO academic exchanges. The CPAFFC has undoubtedly a powerful ability to mobilize resources relating to foreign affairs. Confident that their strengths would for sure bring about an outstanding international meeting, Tsinghua University and the CPAFFC soon confirmed collaboration to together hold an international meeting.
Preparatory work started immediately, determining the name, theme, and guests for the meeting. Determining the name involved much brain work also. Discussions were focused on which expression was better to use -"world" or "global," "philanthropy" or "charity," "conference" or "forum" -before agreement was finally reached: "World Philanthropy Forum." Though so "grand" a name we gave the conference, we were a little perturbed when it was submitted for approval, because such expressions as "world" and "China" should be used with prudence as per rules lest they be misused. Everything went off without a hitch, anyway. On June 24, the "World Philanthropy Forum" was granted permission by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to be held on September 5-6. To make the forum more influential, Tsinghua University and the CPAFFC talked the CSCLF, which is renowned for its charitable programs targeting children and young adults and for international relations, into joining them. Now the three hosting parties for the forum were decided: Tsinghua University, the CPAFFC, and the CSCLF. The purpose of the forum was also made clear after discussions: The World Philanthropy Forum, based in China and geared towards the world under the auspices of the strengths of the three hosting parties, is intended to try to build up an open-ended global strategic cooperation framework, explore and constantly improve sustainable development, cooperation and work mechanisms, and strive to become a global top brand and
